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and on this basis, his philosophical thought is called Navyg.
Mm!llm) Here we shall present the metaphysics, epistemology,

oo y and ethics of Swami Vivekananda's Navya Vedanta.
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_rm fook after the well-being of all. He had seen the poverty of lndlan pewb
own eyes. He wanted that educated and prosperous people should serve
?ﬂd the deprived and should make effort to raise them, and for that should

-meant cooperation in the progress of the poor and the deprived, they
e o rise themselves. By education he wanted to prepare a team of social

e attached much significance to social service from spiritual viewpoint
nsidered man as the temple of God and his service as service to the

ni cally Character makes a man a follower of the truth and duty-
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,miy and Universal Brotherhood During
da, our country was under the rule of the English.
lack of freedom produces inferiority, and inferiority
ufferings. Therefore, when he returned from America,
-3 ‘youth and said that the foremost task of theirs should be to free
the country and they should be ready to sacrifice anything that might be needed
for it. He emphasized on the need of such education which may arouse national
consciousness in the countrymen and make them struggle for country’s freedom.

But he did not favour narrow nationalism, he saw God in all persons and from
this view, believed in universal brotherhood.

7. Religious Education and Spiritual Development : Vivekananda laid
equal importance on the development of both of physical and spiritual aspects of
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d evelopmem viewpoint, he included subjects as mother tongue, regional languages,
ganskrit, English language, art, music, history, geography, political science,
e'wnomics, science, home science, agriculture, mathematics, technology and
industrial education and the activities as games, exercise, yoga and social work;
and for spiritual development he emphasized on the inclusion of literature, religion,
philOSOphy and ethics as subjects and devotional songs, satsang and meditation.
as activities. He also emphasized on providing higher education in India at that
time.

if the thoughts of Vivekananda regarding curriculum are analyzed, it would
become clear that he has emphasized on making curriculum very broad. There are
no two opinions that all types of knowledge which have utility in life should be
included in the curriculum but every person cannot learn them all, nor there is
need to learn everything. Had Vivekananda lived a few years more, he would have
determined the form of curriculum of general education. Moreorer, it is not
acceptable to make Vedanta education compulsory, but we agree with him that
the children should be given religious and moral education from the very beginning
if the country is to be freed from corruption, scams, unruliness and terrorism.

Methods of Teaching

Vivekananda has not contributed anything new in the field of teaching
methods. He has supported some traditional teaching methods (imitation,
preaching, lecture, self-study, reasoning and yoga) and some modern methods
(guidance,, counselling and experimental). Of these all, he has described the yoga
method as the most effective.

There is no doubt that Vivekananda has displayed his foresight by accepting
the utility of ancient and modern teaching methods, but the yoga method as
supported by him, cannot be used in its original form. Had he analyzed Shankara’s
wology in modern context in modern terminology, he would have given
something new to India.

Discipline

According to Vivekananda, discipline means to be guided by the soul. He
has clarified that man is like an animal at birth, therefore, his inherent or natural
behaviour cannot be called discipline; he learns social conduct living in the society
and when this social conduct is governed by the self (soul) we call it discipline.

In this context we would like to submit that until a man experience the inner-
self. he cannot be guided by it, and the experience of inner-self can take the whole
life. It is clear that Vivekananda could not talk of school discipline. In our view,
school discipline occurs when the teacher and student are able to control their
natural-self and they are guided from within to conduct according to social laws
and ideals. It is called self-discipline today.
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Teacher

Vivekananda had traditional views about the teacher. He CXpected of a]j
teachers to be learned, well-behaved and also able to identify the divine form of
pupils. He expected of them to understand the individual differences of the students
with the help of psychology and to arrange education ‘for them accordingly.

and
to understand their spiritual unity with the help of true knowledge ang 1, make
them experience self (soul).
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School
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may be, they should possess pure atmosphere and their social environment should
be ideal and they should hold yoga meditation for spiritual development.
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do not hold uniform views on holding devotion
schools for spiritual development. They
and religious institutions.
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and national education are concerned, Vivekananda
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m all children, youths and adults literate; he wanted to enable them
mal life and wanted to train them to earn their livelihood. His these
| ,, pspired us 1o arrange general, compulsory and free education and adult
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' er of motherhood to protect Indian culture and her prestige. He
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-of criticism today.

Education : In order to eradicate poverty in the country, he
mvkion of vocational education and the education of western
ology. It is due to it that we are marching on the path of progress.
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lly favour religious moral education.
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9. How have the following been conceived by Swami Vivekanand?

".t"z'*u -
‘ma Eipaﬁ()n-

__ial world.

- -




